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PRISCILLA KNUTH 


“Picturesque Frontier: 


The Army's Fort Dalles 


“new buildings for officers . . . resemble the fancy 
residence in the country near our large cities.” 


PART TWO 


Rebuilt Fort Dalles, which Thomas Jordan conceived and for which 


Louis Scholl imaginatively adapted plans,” even to those for interior 


furniture,” must have been impressive in its Columbia Gorge setting. 
Those stationed at the post enjoyed increased comfort in the new 
buildings, and officers’ wives no doubt echoed Major Robert Gar- 
nett’s wife when she wrote that her Fort Simcoe house was ‘“‘very 
pretty and conveniently arranged”’—hardly a typical comment about 
frontier military quarters!” Scholl himself described the partially com- 
pleted changes enthusiastically on March 26, 1857: 


Our post . . . has greatly changed. . . Col. Wright is inhabiting 
his new quarters in company with Lt. [Philip A.] Owen and lady. 


120. Scholl’s duties as they are titled in the Fort Dalles “‘Reports of Persons and Arti- 
cles Hired” are: March, 1856, “‘storehousekeeper, etc.,—necessarily employed as- 
sisting in taking account of public stores, also assisting in preparing plans for 
storehouses, compy and officers quarters. . .”’; November, 1856, ‘‘Supervision and 
laying out of buildings. . . ”; December, 1856, “overseer . . . in charge of stores 
and immediate supervision and laying out of buildings under construction.”” He 
continued under the title of overseer until July, 1858, when he is described as ‘‘for- 
age master.” 


121. Scholl wrote George H. Himes July 6, 1904, answering the latter’s questions about 
construction of Fort Dalles: ‘‘All exterior and interior finished Articles were made 
by hand planing at the Post. Doors, Sashes, Mantlepieces, Writing Desks, Book- 
cases, Lounges, Wardrobes, &c, Bedsteads for Officers Qrs. were all made at the 
Post and not only for Ft. Dalles but for Fts. Sirncoe and Walla Walla. They were 
designed and working plans furnished for each article by the Architect” —himself. 
OHS Vertical File, Ft. Dalles. 


122. Mrs. Robert S. Garnett’s letter to Mrs. Charles Evans, April 29, 1858, is in Guie, 
Bugles in the Valley, 107 (quoted with permission). 
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The surrounding rocky and desolate landscape has considerably 
changed. Wildcherry trees, planted with my own hand, grace the 
southern side. Rose bushes and currants, etc., at different intervals, 
are scattered over the . . . landscape . . . The house itself is the 
finest in all Oregon. The spacious hall and a broad staircase are the 
first objects the eyes meet by entering through a solid oak painted 
door in the true Elizabethan style; the parlor to the left, with its 
bracketted ceiling and green marble mantlepiece, are fine specimens 
of workmanship. The dining room, with its folding doors to the par- 
lor and part of the hall with beautifully painted ceiling in fresco, then 
the office to the right by entering the Hall and library are well suited 
for quarters for the Col of our 9th regiment. All the woodwork in 
the 1st and second story is oak painted [?] and executed so well that 
the not better drained [trained] eye cannot detect the fraud. 3 of the 
rooms in the 2nd story have marble painted mantlepieces and look 
exceedingly well with the inside shutters encased in oak framing. The 
carriage road 12 feet wide leads in a curve with a gentle acclivity on 
the lower side down the hill to the parade ground, which with its 
green sward of grass, sown last winter, gives our place a very fine 
appearance. A Captain’s Quarters [Jordan’s] to the right of the 
Commdg Officers is completed and pronounced to be the finest build- 
ing Downing, our great national architect, ever has [designed ?] It 
is a real beauty. Dr. [Jos. B.} Brown with family will also occupy 
his new building in less than 3 months, also Major Lugenbeel & 
Capt [Frederick 'l.] Dent!” 


In other quarters, the ‘new’ Fort Dalles was less well received. So 
impressive a change and so radical a departure from the usual army 
post construction—what Garnett called “the old piggery system” !** — 
was bound to bring repercussions.” As early as Oct. 18, 1856, De- 
partment Quartermaster Osborne O. Cross at Benecia warned 
Jordan that he regretted that “‘any such buildings” as the Fort 
Dalles CO’s quarters ‘‘were ever erected for if I am to judge from 


123. Scholl to Mrs. Francis L. Bowman, who left Fort Dalles after her husband’s death 
in 1856, in Scholl’s Letterbook, 103-105 (microfilm at OHS, courtesy H. Dean 
Guie). Lieutenant Owens, Wright’s adjutant, was also his son-in-law. 


124. R. S. Garnett to Thomas Jordan, Sept. 3, 1859, RG 92, Misc. Papers of Thomas 
Jordan, NA. 


125. Jordan anticipated some difficulty, for he wrote his wife on July 8, 1856, that he 
believed he was “‘giving not a little satisfaction to Col. Wright and others as a 
quartermaster, especially and universally in the improvements which I am making 
here, which if not obstructed, will make this Post the best built one in the army, 
all say.” Up-To-The-Times, II (April, 1908), 264. 


[6] 


This content downloaded from 129.97.58.73 on Thu, 22 Oct 2015 12:09:33 UTC 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


the plan forwarded . . . I feel confident it would not meet the ap- 
proval of the Qr Master General. There seems to me too much extra 
work. Will you state the Size of each room in the building referred 
to. Economy must be studied, and as that District has cost already 
a large amount, it is to be hoped that every effort will be made to 
curtail expenses.”’!”° 

It was certainly true that large amounts of money funneled into the 
post. Besides expenses for supplies and material, Jordan employed 
an average 220 civilians at an average payroll of over $14,000 a 
month between May and December, 1856. (See Appendix A.) On 
March 16, 1857, Department Adjutant W. W. Mackall officially 
informed Wright that the expenses at Fort Dalles were ‘“‘enormous,”’ 
and passed on orders for the discharge of all civilian laborers not 
considered ‘“‘indispensable.’’!?”Wright replied that he felt Depart- 
ment Headquarters did not fully understand why it was ‘‘necessary 
to employ such a large number of civilians.” 


It must be borne in mind that this is the Depot, from which two 
large posts are supplied; —Fort Walla Walla, distant 165 miles, re- 
quiring a heavy wagon train constantly on the road, and occasion- 
ally a pack train—Fort Simcoe, distant by the present route 100 miles, 
practicable for pack animals only—Captain Jordan has some 700 
public animals to look after. Thus it will be perceived, that the num- 
ber of teamsters, packers, herders, and other persons employed in 
connection with supplying the advanced posts, although reported 
here, do not justify the statement that ‘‘the expenses of the Post are 
enormous.” After deducting from the number of employees reported, 
all those constantly on the road, still we must recollect that to keep 
in repair all our means of transportation, it requires the constant 
service of carpenters, wheel wrights, saddlers, blacksmiths &c; be- 
sides, we have to build large Boats, which accompany the wagon 
trains; to ferry several streams on the Walla Walla route—exclud- 
ing from the report, all persons necessarily connected with supplying 
the advanced posts, I think that the number remaining, and em- 
ployed solely for this Post, is not greater than is absolutely neces- 
sary; taking into consideration that we are building a new post; 
a permanent one; where the Head Quarters of a Regiment and 


126. RG 92, Misc. Papers of Thomas Jordan, NA. 


127. A copy of Mackall’s letter to Wright appears in the Fort Simcoe Report Book, 
1857-59 (FD1902, HM, quoted by permission), since Wright was also directed to 
cut employees and extra duty men at Forts Simcoe and Walla Walla. 
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District are established, and which, as the principal Depot, must 
be provided with extensive storehouses ... Captain Jordan & 
his clerks have labored with an intensity of application, rarely 
closing the office before 10 or 12 o’clock at night—“‘office hours” 


are unknown, even Sundays have not been days of rest’” 


The very obvious ‘style’ of the buildings at Fort Dalles provided 
a convenient breach for an attack on Jordan, though there were 
many reasons contributing to the criticism: the expenses of the In- 
dian war, the premises and prejudices on which Wool, his advisors 
and officers based their original conception of the post (“the Fort 
Leavenworth of the Pacific slope’’) and the region’s military districts, 
intra-army competition, the scarcity and high cost of labor, and the 
army’s credit system, which raised the prices it paid. By spring, 
1857, General Wool had been relieved at his own request, and a 
new commander, General N. S. Clarke, appointed to take charge of 
the Department of the Pacific. Among the first things Clarke did 
on his arrival was to make an inspection trip to the Pacific North- 
west, visiting Fort Dalles in June with Deputy Quartermaster 
General Thomas Swords. Clarke did not voice his comment until 
he was back at Fort Vancouver on July 7, when he issued Orders 
No. 9: 


I At all Posts that have heretofore been established within this de- 
partment, not declared to be permanent, the erection of quarters will 
be confined to such structures as will be sufficient for the protection 
of troops and public stores; the former against undue exposure and 
the latter against damage. 

II Such structures will be of the plainest kind, according to climate, 
in view of the health of the troops, and of the most convenient, and 
economical procurement of materials for construction. 

III The distribution of quarters, by set or rooms, will be according 
to regulations. 

IV The requisitions for money and materials for erection of Posts, 
and the necessary buildings appurtenant thereto, will undergo, at 
Department Head-Quarters, such a scrutiny as a just regard to 
public economy may seem to require. 

V Commanders of Posts are required to be governed accordingly 


128. Wright to Mackall, W17, April 5, 1857, RG 98, Dept. of Pacific, Letters Received, 
1857 R-W and 1858 A-H, Box 7, NA. 
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in approving estimates for such funds and materials as may be re- 
quired!” 


And in San Francisco a week later, Colonel Swords ‘deemed it 
his duty’ to make ‘‘a special report in relation to Capt. Jordan’s 
operations at Fort Dalles” to Quartermaster General Jesup. Since 
The Dalles was head of steamboat navigation on the Columbia, 
and the point from which the Walla Walla and Simcoe supply trains 
departed, Swords felt that transportation expenses were necessarily 
heavy: 


Capt. Jordan’s arrangements for this service, though not the most 
judicious that could be made, do not, perhaps, deserve decided con- 
demnation. 

In regard to the building operations . . . I regret that I cannot 
speak even so favorably, a style of architecture having been adopted, 
entirely unsuited to a Military post on the frontier, and the arrange- 
ments of the buildings such that if assigned as proposed every officer 
would have more, I believe, than double his authorized number of 
rooms, and the finishing throughout, with interior and exterior being 
of the most elaborate and costly character, notwithstanding the high 
price of labor and materials. . . the quarters built for and occupied 
by Col. Wright ... . a double house with two full stories and attic, 
[are] such as I have never seen occupied by a private gentleman ex- 
cept at or in the neighborhood of our large Eastern cities; certainly 
no private residence at all comparable to it can be found on the 
Pacific!” 


129. The printed order, dated Headquarters, Department of the Pacific, Portland, O.T., 

July 7th, 1857, is in RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA. Wright received 
Orders No. 9 on July 19, and on July 21 wrote: “I deeply regret that the Gen- 
eral should have found fault with the style adopted in building the quarters at this 
post. Very recently, the General visited and inspected this post; and as nothing was 
said in relation to the style of building or expenses of the post, I took it for granted 
that the General was satisfied with what had been done. Had the subject been dis- 
cussed at the time, I doubt not, that satisfactory explanations could have been 
given. 
‘I have three comp{anie]s at this post, and Quarters for two only. When the of- 
ficers quarters now in progress, shall have been completed, there will still be a de- 
ficiency, even including the old quarters. The old Quarters for officers, I can safely 
pronounce unfit for occupation. Necessity has forced us to occupy them; but they 
should be destroyed as soon as possible.” Wright to Mackall, W47, July 21, 1857, 
RG 98, Dept. of Pacific, Letters Received, Box 7, NA. 


130. Swords to Jesup, July 15, 1857, RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA. 
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Orders No. 9 could leave no doubt in Jordan’s mind concerning 
the department’s attitude toward Fort Dalles, even though he may 
not have known of Swords’ special report. Probably for this reason, 
he utilized his annual review and recommendations on post buildings 
in August for a defense, vividly describing the fort as he found it and 
building plans so far carried out. He noted that in March, 1856 
when he first arrived, the garrison of four companies (including one 
of dragoons) numbered 11 officers and 275 men: 


The Dragoons and Artillery, about 120 men, occupied a frame 
Barrack marked 6 in plan herewith 90’ x 29’6”’; or an area of 2655 
square feet;—that is, the space allowed by the Regulations for less 
than 70 men. This structure moreover then but recently erected, of 
unseasoned lumber; a mere shell, with an exterior of thin narrow 
siding, nailed on in horizontal overlapping courses, and lined and 
ceiled on the interior, with unjointed boards void of filling in and 
without underpinning supplied most uncomfortable shelter, as well as 
insufficient quarters for Troops in a climate like this, of frequent, 
sudden and great vicisitudes. 

The two other Companies of Infantry were quartered in a Barrack 
marked c erected by the Rifle Regiment some years ago . . . This 
building, even less comfortable and adequate than the one marked 
b, had been built in the same fashion with that structure; but with 
even less care, and but partially lined with boards as well as un- 
ceiled; and hence, was less habitable except for the vermin with which 
it swarmed. 

The Officers (now including myself) twelve in number, four of 
whom were Captains, were quartered in one building, a shabby log 
hovel divided into 6 rooms, each 18’ x 19’6” and one room 17’ x 13’ 
with a small shed room attached in a frame extension. Two of the 
larger rooms being occupied by one of the Captains with his family, 
there remained but five rooms for the occupation of eleven Officers, 
entitled to fourteen; consequently, these Officers were huddled together 
as many as three in a room . . . and that room the worst that | 
have ever seen occupied as quarters in the army; unspeakably mean 
and uncomfortable, and grossly devoid of that privacy which civil- 
ized people require, not only in the connexion of its communism of 
occupancy, but with respect to occupants of adjoining rooms! 

In one of these rooms I was forced to live last winter with my 
family, to the serious detriment of my health, as it could not be made 
comfortably warm. 

Of a similar character with these Buildings is that marked g in plan 
—used as Hospital, with the superadded fault: that it is quite 600 
yards distant from any Quarters occupied by Enlisted men or 
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Officers. This Hospital is divided by an inch board partition into 
2 wards each 17’ x 18’. 

Accommodations for the public supplies, then accumulating here in 
large quantities, preparatory for the occupation of this District by 
the 9th Infantry, and projected operations in the field, of more than 
1000 men of all Arms, were not less inadequate or inferior. 

By direction of Major Cross, a portion of a Building in town— 
the only one available—had been hired near the Steamboat Landing 
as a Store House for the service of the Quarter Master’s Depart- 
ment; for which however, it was ill adapted. It is yet thus occupied at 
arent of $100 a month. 

The Subsistence and Quarter Master’s Department jointly occupied 
at the post about two thirds of a Hayloft and ground floor of a 
frame Building—marked / in plan—erected by the Rifles for a Stable, 
and the remainder of which was then so used. In this house, the 
Stores were jumbled necessarily in the most perplexing confusion and 
subject to damage by the sand that penetrated therein at all points. 

Nearby was a small frame house, open as a sieve to the Sand, 
which was occupied as office for Commanding Officer of Post, and 
the Quarter Master’s Department. 

There were no adequate shops for the Blacksmith and Wheel- 
wrights; and these Mechanics constantly occupied in fitting out means 
of transportation, were working with manifest disadvantage and pre- 
judice to the Service, for the want of Suitable Appliances. 

The only Stabling for the Company of Dragoons and over 600 
public animals of the Quartermaster’s Department, were 18 delapi- 
dated stalls in the Structure marked f and 24 ill contrived, contracted 
(3’9” wide) stalls in a shed attached thereto. 

A vile Shanty of boards, with Shed roof, gave partial shelter for 
the Laundresses of the Command. 

And a Log hut in the last stage of decay, furnished a common 
room for the Guard and prisoners—at some 750 feet from the Officers 
Quarters. 

A ruinous frame building was used as a Bake House. 

Attached to the Post was a Saw Mill, erected some years since and 
so much out of repair as to render but inefficient service in the supply 
of Lumber so much needed. 

Such were the accommodations which I found on my advent, for 
the accommodation of four Companies, such the preparations for 
the establishment of the largest Depot in the Department of the 
Pacific. 

Under instructions from the Department Head Quarters, the fol- 
lowing buildings were partially under construction to wit: 

One set of Quarters for a Field Officer, marked A on plan; the 
stone foundations of which 40’ x 40’ were completed, and the frame 
without rafters, erected. 


[17] 


This content downloaded from 129.97.58.73 on Thu, 22 Oct 2015 12:09:33 UTC 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


’ ot” = 
¢?>$ m4 
4 o 2 me 
ne sabe a <* ~~ 3 of. 
nee ST Le! Ae. & > a Wat Srate™ 
28 O09 " y Vem 
> Scholls “Ground-plan” of Fort Dalles, sent to QM General Jesup by iz 


Captain Jordan, with the latter’s Aug. 29, 1857 report (RG 92, Consol. 
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eight-sided figure joined by dotted lines, the buildings are: L’ and M, 
new company kitchen and privy; b and q, old company quarters and 
new piazza; F, new guardhouse; G, new commissary and subsistence 
storehouse; H, new quartermaster’s storehouse; I, new adjutant’s office; 
B, new captain’s quarters (Jordan’s); A, new CO’s quarters; C, new 
captain’s quarters (Surgeon’s Quarters); D, captain’s quarters (i.e., 
double officers quarters); K, new officer’s messhouse and a, the old log 

t officers quarters (these two within the dotted line at left); E and L at top, 
new company bakery. N and O along Mill Creek at the top, are new 
whellwright and blacksmith shops; d, e and c, just below, are old company 
quarters and kitchens; f, to the right, is the old stables; and P is the new 


% stables; g at the right edge is the hospital. 
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Finished to the same extent, was a building marked £ on plan 
30’ x 30’ for Barracks for Enlisted men. 

A Stone foundation 30’x 100’ was also almost completed, for a 
Subsistence Store House, marked G on plan; and the frame therefor, 
was nearly ready to be put together. 

This last Building, being of pressing necessity, it was pushed 
forward to completion first; and was occupied by the Subsistence De- 
partment on the 20th May, 1856. It consists of a single Story of 12 
feet; is weather boarded on the interior and lined with the same de- 
scription of board on the interior; but unceiled. In the western end, 
two rooms 13’ by 14’, are divided off, and neatly finished; and are 
now occupied as Quarters and Office, by the Officer acting as Com- 
missary of the Depot. There was in the Original plan but a con- 
tracted space provided for a cellar, so necessary and valuable for a 
Subsistence Store House. That has been recently remedied; and 
though the building is by no means perfect; and its materials expose 
it to destruction by fire, yet as finished, it is as commodious and 
convenient a Warehouse of its sort, as I have ever seen at any Post 
or Depot. 

One great obstacle in the construction of necessary buildings, was 
the want of material; especially of seasoned lumber. Consequently I 
was constrained to scatter the work on several buildings at one time, 
and unable to complete promptly any single one; but by the closest 
personal attention to the several works on hand, I sought to use the 
material at my disposition as advantageously as possible for the 
general prosecution of the improvements. 

The Mill as beforesaid, being in most inefficient order in all re- 
spects, I had first to repair it; to which end, it was necessary to build 
another dam, higher up the stream, and construct a new flume, some 
300 feet in length; otherwise, the mill would have been useless all 
Summer. This work occupied the greater part of the Carpenters 
under my directions, three weeks. 

No one who could see the hovels in which the Officers were and in 
part are yet, quartered, could doubt the urgent necessity for an im- 
mediate and radical amelioration; and Major General John E. 
Wool Commanding the Department, making an inspection of the 
Post in the month of April 1856, ‘directed me to proceed as vigor- 
ously as possible with the work of building suitable accommodations 
in lieu of the House marked a. 

The manifest importance of this point as a Commanding Military 
Station, and Depot, and consequent permanence of occupation, made 
it not doubtful or obscure to me what were true economy for the 

uarter Masters Department; and that I have rigidly and studiously 
followed! (That is, seeing it clearly . . . that the Post was of a per- 
manent importance and class; and that no comfortable buildings 
adapted to this rigorous climate, could be constructed for less money 
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than neat and substantial tenements, such as are built and occupied 
in the Eastern States by well-to-do Mechanics, | set to work to build 
with reference to this state of affairs. By the closest personal attention 
on my own part, the careful preparation of preliminary plans, the 
economical use of the right description of materials, and recourse to 
the recorded experience and precepts of good architects and builders, 
I do not hesitate to say: I have accomplished this for less money 
than has been habitually expended in the construction of Buildings 
at Posts of that traditional Army style, elsewhere obsolete, placed 
in contrast with which those I have built are so many degrees su- 
perior in all the requirements of a modern habitation. Besides this, 
there will be little need for future expenditure in the way of repair, 
that constant drain on the Department but a necessary concomitant 
of the system of ephemeral structures. 

The building marked F on plan was recommenced. Divided by me 
into two rooms each 381)’ by 381,’ with a Hall between them, from 
which is cut off a small orderly room, it was so far finished as to be 
occupied by one Company of the 9th Infantry about 1st September 
last. That is, one room, the Orderly room and Hall, were neatly 
and completely finished, except a fire place which it should have. 
The other room for the want of proper lumber I could not complete 
as I had done the first room; which I now regard as fortunate, for 
experiences (of the past winter, and in building here) has proved that 
no such large rooms—or indeed no room in this climate—can be made 
comfortable either in winter or summer with mere thin exterior and 
interior walls of 34 inch lumber, and without any “‘filling in’; and 
besides I now know that this common fashion in Army buildings of 
finish and construction is more expensive than filling in with Salmon 
bricks, and plastering which at the same time secures such a greatly 
superior degree of comfort. The unfinished room however, has been 
occupied by the Band of the 9th Infy; and the building as it stands 
is one of the handsomest of its class in the service, as well as the 
best arranged; and this effected at a reasonable expense. 

Immediately in its rear, and on a favorable slope of the hill, I have 
built a frame (of unplaned, inch boards, nailed on in upright courses 
and battened) Kitchen 19’ x 35’, with a stone foundation, affording a 
cooking apartment with a permanent Range of free stone, and from 
which the food of the men, is hoisted into the upper room by a dumb 
waiter: 

Conjointly and as fast as suitable lumber could be procured, the 
warehouse marked H on plan, and Set of field Officers Quarters 
were carried on; also the set of Officers Quarters marked B on plan 
and that marked C. 

The Field Officers Quarters have been done for some months, except 
the topping of one of its chimneys, delayed for material, and is now 
occupied by Colonel Wright, and his adjutant. Having been framed 
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before I came here, I was circumscribed to certain dimensions; but 
have studiously sought to make it a fit and convenient residence for 
the Commanding Officer of this Post; which I believe has been 
effected at a cost short of that expended on those structures of the 
characteristic ‘‘army Style’ alluded to herein before. This Building 
as completed, is a neat, substantial frame structure, built “in a work- 
manlike manner,” with due regard to palpably permanent conditions 
and consequently to the saving of constant repairs. It is filled in with 
brick bats, or Salmon Bricks, on all sides—then boarded with rough 
boards, clothed and papered; the ceilings plastered and hard finished, 
and is just such a dwelling as will be found in our country in private 
life, erected by gentlemen of merely independent circumstances; which 
I mention here as I have well grounded reasons for believing offi- 
ciously idle remarks have been made by ill informed parties touching 
the character of its finish; and that a studious but cheap observance 
and regard in its construction for what good Architects and builders 
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From No. 9 of Scholl’s set 
of 10 drawings of 
Ft. Dalles, NA. 


have prescribed, has been confounded with and characterized as 
“extraworks.”’ 

Of this Building it remains to say: it contains on the lower floor 
4 rooms (one fitted up as an office) and on the upper, five small 
rooms, a division to which the size of the frame constrained me. The 
upper rooms are scarcely of assignable dimensions; coming rather 
under the class contemplated and mentioned in the Regulations as 
“Attics,” being less than 8 feet in pitch of story. 

The Officer’s Quarters marked B on plan have also been completed 
and occupied for several months. It is a neat substantial frame cot- 
tage with an attic Story. Its exterior is boarded perpendicularly and 
battened, in all respects a superior method of horizontal weather- 
boarding. All the works about this house has been done in a neat 
and workmanlike manner; and the rooms are all calked and cheaply 
plastered; it having been demonstrated beyond question, that this was 
much the cheapest as well as the best sort of finish here. It contains 3 
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assignable rooms, on an average each 200 feet of area and a kitchen 
13’?x 15’6” on the same floor. The Attic Story is subdivided into four 
small rooms, cheaply but neatly finished. Another Block of Officers 
Quarters marked C on plan is now being plastered. It has two rooms 
and a kitchen on the same floor and the attic is subdivided into two 
other rooms. This building has been constructed in the same neat 
substantial style with the one just described.* 

Another double Block has been commenced and will be ready for 
occupation in 60 days at most. It will accommodate two Captains 
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and is so arranged as to separate its occupants and secure them all 
necessary privacy, although under the same roof. It also will have 
two Attic rooms in the roof, lighted by dormer windows, secured at a 
small expense (see D on plan). 

The building marked F on plan is a new Guard House which I 
have erected. Favorably located on the slope of a hill, the lower 
story is of Stone, and contains a main room for the prisoners, with 
6 cells of Brick; and on the upper floor, in the frame part of the 
structure, is the room for the Guard 20’ x 20’6’’, and also another 


* This was the condition of this Building and the Block described in the next para- 
graph of this page on the Ist July. At the present writing the first Building is com- 
pleted and occupied by the Medical Officer of the Post. One half of the Second Block 
[is] nearly ready for occupation likewise. 
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smaller room for an officer of the Guard. This is regarded as a 
superior edifice of its sort, well adapted in all respects. During the 
past winter it was necessarily occupied as quarters for Subaltern 
Officers. 

In the rear of the Quarters marked 6 I have built a kitchen of the 
size and description of that marked L’ on plan there having been 
none previously attached to this Barrack. 

The building marked J on plan was, when I came here, a miser- 
able shell, located in a sand bank and uninhabitable when the winds 
blow as they do in the valley of the Columbia. It has been moved 
thence to its present site and reconstructed so as to make a suitable 
office for the Commanding Officer of the Post and Quarters for the 
Sergeant Major of the 9th Infy. 

I have also erected a commodious, plain, frame Blacksmith shop 
49’ x 18’ with three forges, all of which have been necessarily kept in 
constant use since their construction in connexion with the transporta- 
tion trains appertaining to the Depot. I propose to substitute Shingles 
for the present board roof of this shop. 

I have also been obliged to build a frame wheelwright shop 30’ 
x 20’. 

It became necessary to provide temporary storage room (chiefly 
slab sheds for want of better material) for forage and also some 
shelter for the considerable number of public animals under my 
direction. And here it comes in place for me to observe that the loss 
of public animals at this point last winter was chiefly due to the 
want of adequate shelter from wet and cold . . . and that had I not 
resorted to the use of strained potatoes as forage the loss must have 
been greater yet as the extreme cold killed the mules in numbers. In 
addition to these provisional appliances I constructed a small frame 
(vertical boarding with battens) Stable 15’x 43’ (8 stalls) with a 
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Granary loft or half story as part of a general plan of Stables and 
Granaries adapted to the wants of such a Depot as this is and in 
view of the palpable military conditions must remain for many years, 
occupying as it does to the Military District East of the Cascades, 
the relation that Fort Leavenworth does to the region West of it. 

In addition to the work hereinbefore detailed, it has been necessary 
to make constant repairs of the Old Quarters occupied by the officers 
and enlisted men and laundresses, to make them barely habitable 
last winter, to such a state of delapidation have they come. * 

It now becomes necessary to notice what “‘additions”’ &c are needed. 

In the first place, a Warehouse is needed in the immediate vicinity 
of the River Landing, where stores not immediately required for use 
or issue at the Post,—or designed for the interior Posts, could be re- 
ceived, stored & thus save the expense involved under the present 
system, of unnecessary transportation and handling. This want was 
brought to the notice of Major Cross; and Lieut Col Swords has 
been furnished with an estimate of the cost of such a building as 
seems to be required; and also advised of the fact that the Depart- 
ment is now paying a rent of $100 per month for a Building near 
said Landing, now occupied to its full capacity by Cloth Camp and 
Garrison Equipage; and which in other espects is inadequate and 
unsuited for the Service. The Building I estimated for—a frame 
structure 60x 30 feet, of one and a half stories, can be erected here 
for $2750. 

As there is an excellent building stone here, easily worked, and a 
natural mortar clay intermixed with calcined shell and lime I feel 
confident a stone warehouse of same size could be erected for $5000. 

As before observed: this Post is one of manifest military importance 
and must remain for a long period a Depot, and be occupied by at 
least two Companies of Troops: it must also frequently be occupied 
for a time, by larger transient garrisons, at seasons of the year when 
the rigors of the climate would make it impracticable to live in tents. 

Assuming these to be the military conditions of the Post; and like- 
wise, that it will be habitually the Head Quarters, of some Regiment, 
there should be provided here at least quarters for one Colonel and 
his Adjutant, and a Regimental Quarter Master or Depot Commis- 
sary. For years too there must necessarily be at this point an officer 
of the Quartermaster’s Department of at least the grade of Captain, 
and provision should be made for one. Also for a Medical Officer 
of the grade of Surgeon, for two Captains, and four Lieutenants of 
the permanent force; and I would respectfully urge the further pro- 


* Since the 30th of June, a room 19 x 38 has been divided off and filled up for the 
Band. This room has been finished in this way: the walls were filled in with un- 
burned brick and cheaply plastered. The cost of this repair has not exceeded $150 
& as finished it is one of the most comfortable rooms at the Post. 
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vision of at least four rooms and the necessary kitchens; this in view 
of the location of the Post which makes it rarely occupied only by 
its mere garrison. These rooms likewise are necessary to provide for 
the accommodation of the mess, and the contingency of a Chaplain. 

The old quarters at present occupied by two Captains and two 
Lieutenants are utterly unfit for habitation, are a disgrace to the Post, 
and should be torn down. I throw them out of consideration, as 
must any one so unfortunate as to have been exposed to the hardship 
of living in them last winter. 

The house built for the Commanding Officer of the Post and now 
occupied by Colonel Wright 9th Infantry, and his Adjutant, contains 
on the lower floor, four rooms or 980 square feet—one of which is 
fitted up and used as his office as Commanding Officer of 9th In- 
fantry. 

On the upper floor, there are five small rooms, on an average, 
each 200 square feet, and in other respects more of the character of 
attic or unassignable rooms, than those designed to be erected for 
assignable quarters. 

It is true, the Regulations make no direct provision for an allow- 
ance of more Rooms to the Commanding Officer of a Post than for 
any other officer of his grade not in Command, yet he is clearly 
required to entertain transient visitors at this post by the law that 
prescribes his pay. . . 

In the other quarters for Officers Completed or nearly so to wit, 
in the Structures B, C and D there are 9 assignable rooms, leaving 
according to the basis which I propose, and which I feel sure is 
quite within the actual needs of the Post, six rooms to be constructed! 


Jordan concluded his report by proposing that an adequate hospital 
and stable be erected!*? 


131. Jordan to Jesup, Aug. 29, 1857, RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA. All 
italics and starred notes are Jordan’s. 


132. It was fortunate that the post was located in what was consistently referred to as 
a “healthy climate,” for an adequate hospital never was built. It was recommended 
by Inspector J. K. F. Mansfield in 1858, and in 1860 by Col. W. H. Emory, who 
wrote on October 8: ‘The building used as a hospital is the worst building at the 
Post. It is leaky and unfit to protect patients or medical stores.” (RG 94, AGO, 
Letters Received, E-G 1860, Microcopy 567, Roll 623, NA.) Similar comment was 
made by Capt. W. V. Spencer on July 2, 1863, when he enclosed the building in- 
spection report for that year (RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA), and by 
Major A. W. Bowman, who noted on Sept. 7, 1864, that the old log building ap- 
peared “‘less calculated for a comfortable hospital than any I have met with in my 
inspection.’ (RG 98, Dept. of Pacific, Letters Received, 1863-64, Box 16, NA.) Ap- 
parently by 1860, the building used as a hospital was the old log officers quarters. 
(See Scholl Drawing No. 2, RG 77, OCE, NA.) 
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Colonel Wright sent the report on to the Quartermaster General, en- 
closing his own approval of what had been done, as well as Jordan’s 
plans for additional construction. ‘‘At this moment,” he added, “‘one 
company of Dragoons now at Fort Walla Walla is under orders to 
fall back on this post for winter quarters; it is to meet such contin- 
gencies that I would most respectfully recommend that quarters for 
four compfanie]s be authorized.” And finally, he placed Fort Dalles 
once again in the expanded perspective it held during the Yakima 
War: 


To estimate the importance of this Post in a military point of view, 
it must be regarded as the base of all operations east of the Cas- 
cade Mountains. It is the highest point of Steam Boat navigation, 
and from this place all supplies for the advanced posts must take 
their departure by land. This is the Depot, from which two perman- 
ent posts are supplied—Fort Walla Walla, 170 miles east, and Fort 
Simcoe 70 miles north—the former garrisoned by five, and the latter 
by four comps: involving great labor & expenses, totally disconnected 
with this Post:** 


Fort Dalles’ transformation, 1856-58, certainly was important to 
settlement in the region, where its growth was paced—with some 
lag—by the growth of the nearby town. While civilian employee rolls 
at the post grew from five men in March to a peak of 290 in No- 
vember, 1856, and averaged 190 a month through 1857, 106 a 


Wright wrote Mackall on March 10, 1858, that Jordan was forwarding a hospital 
plan to Swords: ‘A new hospital is indispensably necessary; it was embraced in 
the orders of Major General Wool for building this post; but the subsequent orders 
of General Clarke, forbidding the erection of any more quarters at this post ren- 
der it necessary to submit this plan and estimate for the General’s consideration. 
We have absolutely no Hospital at this post; the temporary old shed now occupied, 
is a disgrace to the Army.” (Ft. Dalles Report Book, FD1895,HM.) Probably the 
plan Scholl drew for the proposed Fort Dalles hospital was much the same as that 
actually utilized at Fort Walla Walla. When Colonel Emory inspected Walla Walla 
in 1860, he was sufficiently impressed with the hospital there to enclose a cross 
section (undoubtedly drawn by Scholl). “This Hospital,” he wrote, ‘‘is a model of 
construction, and of good management in all its parts. . . . The ventilation of this 
building is so complete and so unusual that I obtained the plan of it from Dr. 
[Thomas A] McParlin and enclose it herewith.”’ (Oct. 28, 1860, RG94, AGO, Let- 
ters Received, 104E-G 1860, Microcopy 567, Roll 623, NA.) Probably the ventila- 
tion system was derived from the discussion in Downing’s Architecture of Country 
Houses (1851). 192-94, 461-84. 


133. Wright to Jesup, Aug. 30, 1857, RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA. 
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month through 1858, the town population necessarily multiplied. 
If the usual large Oregon Trail emigrations failed to come through 
in the fall of those years, and settlers, if they obeyed Wool’s and 
Clarke’s orders, were excluded from the northern interior until late 
1858, miners still had free range. The war failed to stop the rushes 
pulled in and through the town from 1855 through 1857 by the 
Colville mines, and by the Fraser and Thompson River mines, 
1858-59. These travelers needed supplies and transportation as did 
the fort employees, who also had to have places to live. The Army 
more than the travelers needed grain and hay for hundreds of ani- 
mals in amounts suggested by 1857 advertisements from the quarter- 
masters at Forts Vancouver and Dalles for bids on 18,000 and 
25,000 bushels of oats'** That same year the commissary officer at 
Fort Dalles advertiséd for bids on a beef contract of six to 7,000 
pounds a month, to run for a year from October. If the country 
around Fort Dalles obviously could not supply such large demands 
as early as 1856, the military market provided considerable impetus 
to raise grain and beef locally.'%6 

In addition to swelling the local population, the fort’s civilian 
employees—teamsters, packers, herders, carpenters, wheelwrights, 


134. Oregon Statesman, July 11, 1857, 3:2; July 25, 1857, 3:1. 


135. Oregon Weekly Times, Aug. 29, 1857, 3:1. A similar ad was placed in the Ore- 
gon Statesman for 1858, on Aug. 24, 3:6, and in the Oregon Weekly Times, Aug. 
28, 1858, 3:1. 


136. The ‘‘Fort Dalles Beef Contract for the year ending October 14, 1858,”’ made by 
Lt. James Van Voast with John Y. Todd of Wasco County, Sept. 15, 1857, 
specified good fresh beef cut up and delivered at Fort Dalles, for 9 3/4 cents per 
pound. Lt. James B. S. Alexander made a contract for beef with James Fulton of 
Wasco County, Oct. 10, 1858, for 50 head. Fulton was to receive 9 5/8 cents for 
each pound of fresh beef accepted. (RG 217, Army Contracts, NA.) 

Some background on these two beef contractors is appropriate. From Missouri 
John Y. Todd went to the California mines, and came on to Oregon in 1852. He 
packed to the Jacksonville mines, then sold wheat fans made by partners in the 
Willamette Valley. Probably his first acquaintance with eastern Oregon occurred 
during his Yakima War volunteer service. In 1857 Todd and his partners bought 
cattle and drove them over the Barlow Road to Wasco County, where he settled in 
Tygh Valley and raised cattle. He was original builder at the Sherars Bridge site. 
(Lewis A. McArthur, ‘‘Reminiscences of John Y. Todd,” OHQ, XXX (March, 
1929), 70-73. Fulton and his family crossed the Plains in 1847 and settled in the 
Willamette Valley. Moving to Wasco County in 1857, they took land on Tenmile 
Creek close to The Dalles. Fulton is reported as one of the first ranchers to raise 
wheat in Wasco County. See obituary for Elizabeth Fulton Scholl, daughter of 
James Fulton and wife of Louis Scholl, The Dalles Optimist, Feb. 11, 1915, 5:1. 
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blacksmiths, masons and general laborers—earned a monthly payroll 
from March 1856 through December, 1858 which totalled about 
$340,000 (see Appendix A). Further sums went for troop transporta- 
tion as far as Fort Dalles, local transportation contracts above The 
Dalles, and the actual payment of the troops in the region—the last 
probably the smallest total involved. Since the Army conducted its 
expeditions in the region during the better seasons of the year, and 
had to compete with the pull of actual or rumored mines in an area 
where the resident population was small at the beginning of the war, 
wages paid to civilians were among the more expensive items. Oregon 
newspapers in 1856 carried ads for carpenters and joiners at wages 
of four to six dollars a day/3’ Louis Scholl recalled that stonecutters 
and bricklayers at Fort Dalles received $5.00 a day, carpenters four 
to five dollars, and blacksmiths $4.00 to $4.50138 And the Oregon 
Statesman editor complained on November 10, 1857 (2:6), that a 
shortage of laborers made wages in Oregon higher than in any other 
place. 

Competition for available labor did more than keep up wages: in 
at least one instance, when Louis Scholl recruited some civilian help 
for Captain Jordan during the summer of 1856, it put army ‘em- 
ployers’ in competition with one another, almost to the point of a 
duel. That the occasion had more ludicrous aspects was due to the 
irritable temper and sharp pen of “‘John Phoenix’-—Lt. George H. 
Derby of the topographical engineers. On August 6, 1856, he wrote 
Jordan from Portland: 


Sir 

I have the honor to inform you that I employed several men to 
work on the Military Road at the Cascades, in Portland day before 
yesterday and forwarded them by Steamer Senorita to that place. 
After passing Vancouver a person named Scholl represented to be 
in your employ induced these men to leave and go with him to work 


137. A. B. Hallock, William McMillen ad in Oregon Weekly Times, Sept. 27, 1856, 3:1. 


138. Scholl to Himes, July 5, 1904, OHS; see also Jordan’s Fort Dalles Reports of 
Persons and Articles Hired, RG 92, NA. Jordan’s special itemized tables of expenses 
for supplies and labor for masons, carpenters, painters for two Fort Dalles build- 
ings are in Appendix C, with Scholl’s table of expenditures for building the Sur- 
geon’s Quarters. 
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for the Quarter Master at the Dalles. This person was told by Capt. 
[W.B.} Wells of the Senorita that the men were in my employ and 
that it would be highly improper to employ them. You will allow me 
to enquire if you sanction this outrage? If not you will have the kind- 
ness to do me justice in the premises by discharging the men carried 
off by this person Scholl immediately. I regret that this individual 
cannot be made the subject of charges, but if you endorse his action, 
I will endeavor to set myself right in the matter. 159 


Derby got no satisfaction from Jordan beyond a “‘polite note,” and 
pursued the matter more offensively on August 15: 


Considering the character of one of your employees, and the ex- 
traordinary conduct on his part, which you have suffered to pass 
unnoticed, if not approved, I may as well be pardoned for inquiring 
if it is your intention, to sanction an outrage perpetrated by his in- 
ferior. 

A Mr. [E.B.] Dolidon, who I understand to be your Chief Clerk, 
late came to the city of Portland in company with a notorious pros- 
titute, whom he represented to be his wife. He was promptly and 
ignominiously expelled from the Metropolis Hotel by his proprietors, 
and repaired with the strumpet to the Dalles, where I understand he 
enjoys your patronage and protection! It is stated that you were 
formerly well acquainted with this prostitute and of course familiar 
with her character. 

I allude to this little circumstance, so creditable to the Quarter 
Master’s Department of the Army at large, not as being particularly 
relevant to the subject at issue, but as a touching commentary on 
your high minded assertion that ‘‘it is not your habit to sanction or 
endorse outrages on the part of those under your control or direc- 
tion.” 


139. RG 92, Misc. Papers of Thomas Jordan, NA. Other aspects of Derby’s difficulties 
in keeping men at work on the portage military road on the north bank of the Col- 
umbia (and elsewhere) are described in Jackson, Wagon Roads West, 96-98. When 
Valley farmers were looking for harvest hands, Derby had to raise wages to $52 a 
month. In July, 1856, after an ‘Indian’ scare that turned out to be drunken deser- 
ters instead, his work force quit, and Derby refused to pay them, getting a promise 
from the steamboat captain not to take them downriver. 


140. It is not clear whether Dolidon’s lady of the Portland episode was the same Louis 
Scholl mentioned the next spring as Dolidon’s wife. Dolidon had “knocked her 
down (brute) but fortunately struck a rather hard skull, bruised his hand and could 
not write 10 days.” She departed for San Francisco with a gambler. Scholl to Wil- 
liam Gibson, March 7, 1857, Scholl Letterbook, 125-27. 
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To that Jordan permitted ‘himself to say: he trusts Lt. Derby 
will not leave Oregon, without seeking the occasion refered to” in 
his first letter, ‘‘and so desirous indeed, is Undersigned, that Lt. 
Derby should have the pleasure alluded to therein, that if Lt. D. 
will communicate through some respectable appropriate channel 
what particular place within proper bounds, he would prefer, that 
pleasure shall soon be.” 

Delicate negotiations through a third party, and Derby’s indication 
that he had not intended ‘‘anything personal or offensive to Capt. 
Jordan, but being irritated and annoyed wrote a hasty letter which 
contained an expression which he acknowledges was in bad taste,” 
finally concluded the dispute between the officers, if it did not end 
accounts circulated by others, like the “‘talkative’”’ Captain Wells.'#! 

The competition for labor was real, even if it had unusual side- 
lights; and the necessarily high wages brought an increase in the 
resident population at The Dalles. For all the lengthy intervals be- 
tween payments, to some hitherto Willamette Valley residents, army 
expenditures east of the mountains were more reliable birds in the 
hand than fugitive gold dust—no doubt more so, too, than dependence 
on the more distant and fluctuating California market. Besides, the 
growing number of miners could not winter so far afield from sup- 
plies, and came in to the relative civilization of Forts Dalles and 
Walla Walla. In August, 1856, less than a year after the beginning 
of the Yakima War, The Dalles was reported as “improving quite 
fast.”” It then boasted 52 houses, including six dry goods establish- 
ments, four boarding houses, two billiard saloons, three blacksmith 
shops, a meat market and a livery stable'*? In January, 1857, N. 
H. Gates introduced a bill in the legislature to incorporate “‘Dalles 
City,” which was passed!*? 

The degree of Wasco County’s achievement in population, civili- 
zation and wealth is expressed in figures in the local almanac; totals 
grew from an optimistic “about 200” people in 1855, with a mill, 


141. All quotations on the Derby-Jordan dispute are from RG 92, Misc. Corr. of 
Thomas Jordan, NA. 


142. Oregon Weekly Times, Aug. 23, 1856, 2:4. 


143. Oregon Statesman, Jan. 27, 1857, 1:6; Feb. 3, 1857, 1:3, 1:5; and see Oregon 
Territory Special Laws, 1856-57, p. 1 for charter; amendments, Special Laws, 
1858-59, p. 57; 1862, p. 14; 1864, p. 30, etc. 
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school and 20 scholars, 500 acres of improved land and total assess- 
able property worth $50,000, to 600 people and assessable property 
worth $104,084 in 1858; in 1859 population was estimated at 1,000, 
and the value of assessable property at $500,000!44 The total of votes 
cast for any measure or two competing candidates increased from 85 
in April, 1856, to 144 in November, 1857; 217 in June, 1858, and 
344 in June, 185914 

In addition to information on prices prevailing in the area, Josiah 
Marsh’s June 16, 1858, letter to his father provides a much more 
immediate view of what the changes taking place around the only 
incorporated city east of the Cascades meant: 


we have all had verry good health ever sence we have bin in oregon. 
I took a Claim the fall of 54 and I have lived on it everry sence 
I will get a deed this fall for three hundred and 20 achers of land 
and I have bou[gh]t another peace of land . . . sixty achers. . . it 
cost me seven hundred and 93 dollars and it had no improvement 
on it of enny a mont but it is a good sto(c]k claim that was the caus 
of the high price . . . ther is a good grass Country all rond it. . . 
good range for stock . . . I have one hundred achers of crop in this 
year a bout 60 achers of oates and the rest is potatoes and unions 
and corn . . . our cropes luks well I think at the least calculation 
that we will clear too thousant dollars this year . . . sence I hav bin 
here I have got a good start I have all kindes of stock . . . porke 
is worth fifteen cents on foot and it retailes at 20 centes per pound 
bacon is selling at thirty centes per pound beaf cattel is worth 8 
centes on foot and it is retailing at 12, centes to fifteen centes per 
pound butter is worth 50 centes to 75 centes per poun. I have sold 
one hundred and thirty five dollars worth of butter from the first of 
March till the first of Jun this year I made that off of ten cowes in 
three mounthes egges is worth fifty centes per dozen chickens is 
worth 75 cents a peac the price of cowes is 50 to one hundred dol- 
lars per head . . . a good yoak of cattel is worth too hundred dollars 
good ameracan horses is worth from too to three hundred dollars 
per head flour is worth nine dollars per hundred wheat is worth too 
dollars per bushel corn three dollars per bushel and corn meal is 
worth 8 dollars per hundred poundes oates is worth one dollar and 
fifty centes per bushel hay is worth 25 dollars per tun barley is 


144, See McCormick’s Oregon and Washington Almanac, 1855, p. 7; 1856, p. 18; 1858, 
p. 4; 1859, p. 41. 


145. Oregon Prov. and Terr. Govt. Papers, Nos. 2158, 2195-96, 2410, 2444-45. 
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worth one dollar and 75 centes per bushel potatoes one dollar and 
50 centes per bushel unions is worth five dollars per bushel 


wages is 60 to 75 dollars per mounth and hard to get men to work 
at that price as ther is new gold mines discovered they ar cauld the 
fort Colvil gold mines they lay four hundred miles north of the 
dalles . . . ther is thousands of miners going too the new mines all 
the time . . . they hav war with the indiians all the time there has 
bin a grate menny miners kild by the indiians there has bin war 
everry since the fall of fifty four all through oregon . . . I have left 
my claim several times on the account of the danger of bing masse- 
cred by the read devels ther is danger all the tim. . . but the whites 
ar getting to strong for them wher I live but they ar fighting on the 
frounteers all the tim 


my Claim that I live on is on the bank of the Columbia river six 
miles below fort dalles the steames boates pass my hous everry day 
and ther is a grat menny sail boates passing all the tim A doctor 
Shaug sold his Claim for six thousand four hundred dollars it lay 
within too miles of fort dalles good land that layes near market is 
verry high Gorg Snipes is my nearest neighbor he is wroth som 
four or five thousand dollars. . . ther has bin no emagration since 
the fall of fifty five a cross the plaines to oregon on account of the 
indian wars. . . ther has bin a grat menny emagrants com to oregon 
by watter the last few years so if you ar bond to com my way that 
is by water and then you will have no indians to fight but my advis 
to you. . . is to stay wher you ar. . . I do not think you would 
be sadisfid if you was to com to oregon becaus the on[e] half of the 
peopel in oregon are not sadisfid. . . 


fort dalles is considerbel larger place than Agency [Iowa] was when 
I left and ten times the bisiness caried on at fort dalles as there was 
in Agency but as for society we have non here a tall everry body is 
grasping for a fortun but it is getting better than it was when I first 
com to oregon I want you to understand that oregon is as rough a 
country as most enny outher country in the world but it is generally 
healthy all throgh . . . for stock it cant be beat for sheep it will 
beat the world I have seen the fatest mutton in oregon I ever saw in 
enny other Country to take oregon as a fruit country it cant be beat 
ther is a great quantity of fruit raised in oregon it payes verry well 

. vegettabels of all kindes sell at a good price cash up and no 
grombling I can make five dollars here as easy as I could mak five 
centes in Iowa but I can spend it just as quick as I would five centes 
in lowa'* 


146. Copy of original in possession of Wasco County-Dalles City Museum Commission 
at OHS. In June, 1858, Herman Reinhard, miner, packer, baker and bowling alley 
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By the time the military expeditions returned in the fall of 1858, at 
the end of the Yakima War, The Dalles was described as ‘‘an im- 
portant and thrifty town” by a Salem Statesman correspondent: 


In the number of its buildings, its population, and its business, it 
exceeds the expectations raised by the accounts I had heard and 
read... it is a pretty good sample of California towns of its size 
of 1849 and 1859, both in appearance and in the character of no 
small portion of its population. That it is to be one of the important 
towns of Oregon there can be no doubt... _ It is the key to the 
whole upper country lying between the Cascades and the Rocky 
mountains, which must some day or other be settled. The buildings 
here, are in the main of wood, and mostly of a cheap character. 
But, there are several fine blocks built of a species of sandstone which 
is found in exhaustless abundance within the limits of the town. . . 
There are also some good wood buildings here. Real estate is not 
high, but it is said to fluctuate considerably during the violent winds 
which sometimes prevail. Sporting seems to be an important feature 
of the business of the town. Tippling houses . . . about every third 
door . . . Gambling houses seem well patronized . . . The garrison 
here bears witness to the efficiency, business character and good 
taste of Capt. Thomas Jordan, the Quartermaster, USA, at this 
post. The buildings, and all the improvements are of the best and 
most substantial character, and the garrison is said to be the most 
comfortable one on the Pacific.'*” 


The writer reported that the Fraser mines had “‘bushed’’ and Cali- 
fornia mule trains were being sold in The Dalles at half cost, that 
after a successful campaign during which Colonel Wright and Major 
Garnett had destroyed Indian property, killed about 40 Indians in 
battle and hung another 27, the troops were going into winter quar- 
ters. 

It was just at this time, too, at the end of the Yakima War (so- 
called, though the 1858 engagements included hostile Coeur d’ Alenes, 
Spokanes, Palouses, Walla Wallas and Cayuse), that Col. J. K. F. 
Mansfield made his second inspection of Pacific Northwest army 


proprietor, characterized The Dalles as ‘‘a very lively place’? and Walla Walla as 
another. He mentioned the government posts and the fact that many miners as well 
as soldiers wintered at both places. Doyce B. Nunis, Jr., ed., The Golden Frontier: 
The Recollections of Herman Francis Reinhart, 1851-1869 (University of Texas 
Press, Austin, 1962), 148. 


147. Unsigned letter in Oregon Statesman, Oct. 26, 1858, 1:2-3. 
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posts. When he reached Fort Walla Walla early in October, Wright’s 
expedition had just returned from the field. Mansfield heard Wright’s 
news, and concluded that the Indians involved could ‘‘never again 
bring about a combination of action,” and that Fort Walla Walla 
was “admirably placed to destroy all combinations this side of the 
Cascades Mountains, & west of the rocky mountains in this region 

. ”’48'That post was also on or near the roads to the mines and 
the emigrant road, and should be permanently and “‘strongly occu- 
pied by troops to overawe the Indians, & send out expeditions to 
punish offenders . . . I look upon it as of the first importance,”’ he 
concluded, and recommended a force of four companies of dragoons 
and four of infantry /° 

Fort Dalles, he noted, was ‘“‘a place for landing for all persons 
and articles on the way to Fort Walla Walla . . . the place thro’ 
which supplies for Fort Simcoe . ... or any place in that section of 
the country, must come ... Further it exercises a control over 
several small bands of Indians and is well established. The warm 
spring reservation is some 70 miles to the southward. . . . It is on 
the route of miners to Colville.’!®° For these reasons, Fort Dalles was 
still ‘‘necessary” for a ‘“‘a term of years,” but in Mansfield’s view 
Fort Walla Walla had obviously succeeded it—in the less than three 
years since Fort Dalles had been so characterized—as the ‘Fort 
Leavenworth of the Pacific slope.’ The army frontier had rolled fur- 
ther eastward from the Pacific with the backwash of miners and 
settlers into the interior. 

Fort Dalles’ position was resolved and limited in another way 
through the fall and winter of 1858-59. While both fort and town 
boomed, 1856-58, with Indian war, mines, and related developments, 
the ‘built-in’ weaknesses in the fort’s administrative position were 
never amended. The very Indian wars that brought it into glorious 
blossom brought its limitation. There was no real threat to its im- 
portance until Wright completed his final Yakima War campaign in 
the fall of 1858. By that time, the second defeat dealt the Army in 
that country (Steptoe’s in the spring of 1858) had brought—in due 


148. 84158, inspection of Wright’s field force, Oct. 11, 1858, RG 94, AGO, Letters Re- 
ceived, Roll 581, Microcopy 567, NA. 


149. 941, Oct. 22, 1858, report on Ft. Walla Walla, Roll 581, op. cit. 
150. 94162, Ft. Dalles inspection report, Oct. 30, 1858, Roll 581, op. cit. 
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process—the ‘erection’ of the military district of Oregon (actually if 
unofficially the “Columbia River and Puget Sound District’’), pre- 
viously subsidiary to San Francisco, into the Department of Oregon 
with headquarters at Fort Vancouver. A measure of the change in 
the region’s military importance shows in the fact that from 1855 to 
1858, the numbers of troops in the Department of the Pacific changed 
from fifth (of five departments) to second (of seven) in June 1858, 
when it was outnumbered only by troops involved in the Utah war. 
The Department of Oregon created that year had considerably more 
troops than the Department of California; and in June, 1859 Oregon 
ranked fourth in troop numbers among the seven military depart- 
ments, and the same in 1860. (See Appendix B.) The commander. 
of the new department, who arrived at Vancouver a week or two 
after Wright sent news of the complete ‘pacification’ of the Indians, 
was the ambitious and renowned Indian fighter, General W. S. 
Harney. He found the glory gone, and his headquarters subsidiary 
to the interior command post Wool had ordered Wright to establish, 
and from which most regional operations of the last three years had 
been directed. 

What followed seems, from hindsight, inevitable; but it was forecast 
in part by Mansfield’s comments on his 1858 inspection tour, and by 
earlier events.’®! The official net had begun to tighten at Fort Dalles 
by mid-1857, but the ‘resurgence’ of the Indian war early in 1858 
staved off consequences at the same time it pushed Fort Walla Walla 
into prominence. As early as Sept. 4, 1857, when he endorsed 
Swords’ critical comment, Quartermaster General Jesup had wanted 
to replace Jordan ‘‘as soon as possible,” so that the latter could 
bring his papers up to date and “‘settle his accounts.” ©?By the long 
unravelling of red tape, Secretary of War John Floyd approved that 


151. At the time the inspector stopped at Fort Dalles on October 2, on the way to Ft. 
Walla Walla, he felt it was impractical to keep troops east of the former; but when 
he reached and inspected Walla Walla and heard from Wright and others that they 
expected the peace to last “for a year at least if not permanently,” he modified his 
views and advocated keeping ‘‘as large a force’ at Walla Walla ‘‘as practicable 
under the circumstances.” M101, Oct. 6, 1858, RG 98, Dept. of Pacific, 1858 I-S, 
Box 8, NA. 


152. Jesup’s dated comment is endorsed on Swords’ July 15, 1857 report, RG 92, 
Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA. 
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Scholl’s sketch or plat of the Fort Dalles area, enclosed 

by Joseph K. F. Mansfield with his 1858 inspection report 
on that post, 9411858, Oct. 30, 1858, RG 94, Letters 
Received, NA. 
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suggestion May 14, 1858/5 The result filtered down to Wright early 
in July—but by that time Steptoe’s defeat brought the launching of 
another field campaign. Wright wrote on July 8: 


I much regret that the General should have deemed it necessary to 
relieve Capt. Jordan at this moment; his responsibilities are vast, 
his accounts numerous, and he is not only performing the duties of 
quartermaster, but those also of commissary. I have only a very 
young and inexperienced officer to supply his place; under these cir- 
cumstances, I deem it my duty most urgently to ask that Capt Jor- 
dan may be kept here. The highly important duties devolving on 
the Quartermaster and Commissary at this post at this moment, as 
well as during the approaching campaign, render it of the first im- 
portance, that an officer of experience should be in charge!™ 


153. Floyd’s comment is also dated and endorsed on Swords’ July 15, 1857 report, 
ibid. 
154. Wright to Mackall, July 8, 1858, Ft. Dalles Report Book (FD1895, HM). 
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Six days after Harney arrived at Fort Vancouver, and presumably 
after conferring with officers familiar with the situation (including 
Mansfield, who had returned to Vancouver on Oct. 28, 1858), !°5 
Harney issued General Orders No. 3, indirectly removing previous 
military restrictions on settlement in the interior}** though the Indian 
treaties remained unratified until the next spring. While Harney, dur- 
ing the winter of 1858-59, set about finding other means to increase 
the strength of Fort Vancouver and shear Fort Dalles of its depen- 
dencies which will not be discussed here, the spring of 1859 brought 


155. 911, Mansfield to Col. Samuel Cooper, Nov. 1, 1858, RG 94, AGO, Letters Re- 
ceived, Roll 581, op. cit. 


156. The order read: ‘‘As it appears that citizens are prevented from locating near some 
of the military posts in this Department, the General Commanding directs that, here- 
after, every encouragement will be given them to do so; provided no infringement 
is made upon either the Military or Indian Reservations of the Country.” Dated 
Oct. 31, 1858, in Gen. and Spec. Orders, Oct. 25, 1858-Jan. 18, 1861, Department 
of Oregon, RG 98, NA. 


[35] 


Part of one of C. E. Watkins’ 1867 photographs 
of The Dalles, OHS Collections. 
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the Secretary of War’s order ‘“‘that all expenditures on account of the 
erection of quarters and barracks at Fort Dalles, Oregon, be sus- 
pended until further orders.”’!°’ 

Yet Fort Dalles did not lose its functions completely. It was still 
“necessary” in 1860 as the inspector that year noted. Important 
expeditions into southeastern Oregon set out from the post in 1859 
and 1860. If it ceased to function temporarily because of the with- 
drawal of the regulars to the East in 1861, gold discoveries in 
Idaho and eastern Oregon brought another increase in travel to the 
interior, to the southeast as well as east. As more protection was 
needed on the roads to the mines—and over a longer season than 
previous emigrations from the East—Fort Dalles again served as 
depot and station for volunteer cavalry and infantry forces, 1862- 
66, though it shared with Fort Walla Walla and the new Fort Boise 
the place of expedition departure point. In 1866, not long after the 
return of the regulars to the region, now designated the military De- 
partment of the Columbia, General Halleck ordered Fort Dalles 
broken up; but the order was rescinded and Fort Dalles manned 
from December, 1866 until the summer of 1867, when it was finally 
abandoned. Portions of the reservation were deeded or sold to the 
Catholic mission and the City of The Dalles in 1867 and 1871, and 
the remaining military property placed in the care of Jacob Fritz, 
agent of the quartermaster’s department.'*$In 1877 the remainder of 
the reservation was turned over to the Interior Department.'°® 

Over the years, the military reservation and some of the remaining 
buildings were literally absorbed by the city and its settlers, in their 
needs for expansion room, building material, fencing. But even be- 


157. Adjutant General’s April 2, 1859 notice to Harney, RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. 
Dalles, NA. 


158. Fritz was a German immigrant who enlisted in the Army and came to Oregon with 
the 4th Infantry in 1852. After his enlistment was completed, he remained in Ore- 
gon, and was mustered into the Ist Oregon Volunteer Cavalry in 1861 as a ser- 
geant, serving in staff capacities until 1865. See Fritz family scrapbook, microfilm 
at OHS courtesy of Mrs. Thelma Fritz Cox; and Oregon State Archives, Records 
Transfer Inventory 60-28, item R-11, Index file, Personnel; also Archives RTI 
59-36, Item D-2, Capt. W. V. Spencer to Col. C. A. Reed, Jan. 13, 1863. 


159. Sources on the later history of the military reservation include: Halleck’s Gen. 
Orders No. 10, Aug. 3, 1866, Head Quarters, Div. of Pacific; Spec. Orders No. 16, 
March 29, 1867, Dept. of the Columbia; RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles; RG 
94, AGO, Reservation File: Fort Dalles, Oregon, 1848-1880, NA. 
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fore those times, several of the larger officers quarters at the fort were 
destroyed by fire, a danger Captan Jordan anticipated in 1856, 
when he enclosed a requisition for a fire engine in a letter to Jesup: 


I cannot set forth in too strong terms the necessity for a fire engine 
and a complete apparatus at this Depot now the most important and 
largest one in the Pacific Department, and which from its situation, 
is peculiarly liable to destruction by fire. The buildings now built, 
as well as those in process of construction, are all of wood, and 
located on a hillside, exposed to the constant high winds which pre- 
vail here, and remote from water. 
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Special Requisition accompanying Captain Jordan’s 
Oct. 6, 1856 letter to Jesup, RG 92, Consol. 

Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, Oregon, NA. 

Scholl’s penmanship. 
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I am constructing some cisterns for the collection of rain water, by 
the aid of which, with an engine, I could hope to quell a fire before 
which, as the post is situated, the greater part of the buildings ex- 
cept under the most favorable circumstances, would be swept!® 


None arrived; no doubt the quartermaster general felt a fire engine 
was too frivolous a touch for a frontier outpost. Still, Mill Creek 
and the spring which watered the company gardens were too far 
away for immediate use, so Jordan tried another alternative: he 
wrote Garnett, May 19, 1858, that they had just completed a saw- 
mill attachment which would bore logs for water pipe!® Shortly after, 
Army Headquarters ordered expenses cut and all construction work 
at Fort Dalles stopped’® There was still ‘‘no provision for a supply 
of water (flowing),’? Major A. W. Bowman reported after his Septem- 
ber, 1864 inspection—about a month and a half before one of the 
officers quarters burned on Oct. 24, 1864. Bowman felt that it was 
“very evident’? running water “might be brought in with a very 
small amount of labor and expenditure . . . either from the creek or 
the spring . . . [and] a supply from either point would be an econom- 
ical measure to say nothing of the increased facility for extinguish- 
ing fire.’ On Dec. 23, 1865, the Commanding Officers quarters 
Scholl had described with pride eight years before was “‘perceived to 
be on fire, and despite of every exertion, was about one hour after- 
wards burnt to the ground.’’!™ 


160. Wright approved Jordan’s Oct. 6, 1856, letter to Jesup, in RG 92, Consol. Corr. 
File, Ft. Dalles, NA. The requisition is in Scholl’s penmanship. 


161. RG 92, Misc. Corr. of Thomas Jordan, NA. 


162. According to the Dec. 17, 1907, ‘‘Minutes of the Old Fort Dalles Historical So- 
ciety, an auxiliary of the Oregon Historical Society,’ Mrs. Elizabeth Lord said 
“that Mr. Scholl told her that Capt. Jordan bored out cotton-wood trees for water 
carriers and was turned down by the government as to further expense for a water 
system.”’ OHS microfilm. 


163. Sept. 7, 1864 report, RG 98, Dept. of Pacific, Letters Received, 1863 W-Y and 
1864 A-C, Box 16, NA. Acting Asst. Surg. Alden H. Steele had occupied the build- 
ing some time before it burned, and reported a faulty fireplace which was not re- 
paired. His Oct. 24, 1864, statement appears among miscellaneous Ft. Dalles Pa- 
pers at Huntington Library. 


164. The Dalles City Fire Company reported promptly, Col. John J. Coppinger wrote 
Capt. W. I. Sanborn, Dec. 24, 1865, but ‘‘I regret to say, could be of little use, 
there being no reservoir on this Post. The few buckets of water immediately avail- 
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Surely it is an irony that these wooden quarters at Fort Dalles, 
uniquely distinguished (with the CO’s quarters at Fort Simcoe) 
among U.S. army posts by their style, at least partly by reason of 
that style failed to obtain whatever protection piped water might have 
supplied. 

By the turn of the century, only the Surgeon’s Quarters remained 
of those built after Downing patterns. Through the efforts of in- 
terested citizens of The Dalles and the Oregon Historical Society, 
Senator John H. Mitchell introduced a bill in Congress which secured 
title of the property to the Oregon Historical Society. The building 
was repaired and the grounds landscaped through the efforts of the 
Old Ft. Dalles Historical Society, earliest affiliate of the state society.'© 
The one remaining building of Fort Dalles, ‘‘said to have been the 
finest in the United States,” and recently described as ‘‘one of the 
loveliest little buildings in the state,’’!is now operated as a museum 
by the Wasco County-Dalles City Museum Commission. 

Among conflicting and competing military views on Fort Dalles, 
probably the most disinterested was that expressed by Colonel 
Mansfield in October, 1858. Unlike everyone else, Mansfield seems to 
have no personal axe to grind; and if he was from the East, he was 
not from Washington, and he did have his 1854 western inspection 
experience for comparison. 

He found the post orderly, harmonious and ‘‘well commanded.” 
Concerning the controversial quarters, he wrote: 


The quartermaster has erected 4 new buildings for officers. One is 
occupied by Col. Wright, one by the quartermaster Capt. Thos. 
Jordan, and one by Assist. Surgeon Brown, and the 4th... , a 
double building by Major Lugenbeel, and Capt. [Crawford] Fletcher. 


able extinguished all apparent fire, but, breaking out afresh, all efforts to overcome 
it were fruitless.”” Again, a faulty fireplace was blamed. RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, 
Ft. Dalles, NA. 


165. Mrs. William Shackelford described background on preservation (quoted in the 
Sunday Oregonian, July 11, 1909): first effort by ““The Taine Class” came to no- 
thing; 1903 work by the Sorosis Club with the cooperation of OHS, and the special 
act of Congress; followed by the repair of the building by the Old Ft. Dalles His- 
torical Society working under a constitution and by-laws of OHS. (See Vertical File, 
Fort Dalles, and Old Ft. Dalles Historical Society, OHS.) 


166. OHQ, XXX (June, 1929), 193; Marion D. Ross, “‘Architecture in Oregon, 1845- 
1895,” OHQ, LVII (March, 1956), 42. 
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The two first of these . . . are quite showy and handsome, & fanciful 
in external appearance. They resemble the fancy residence in the 
country near our large cities. They however are cheaply built houses 
of the kind, but not so cheap as plain two story houses of the same 
size, which would be more appropriate, and I doubt not quite as 
comfortable. The other two buildings are not so fanciful in appear- 
ance; but intended to keep up the same character of edifice. 

There are two new ranges of soldiers quarters, one story and plain 
& ample. An adjutant’s office, a small neat new building. A guard 
house, a new and suitable building. Two large new stables, ample 
and well built. Two large store houses, one for the Commissary & 
one for Quartermaster, containing the offices of each, one story, 
plain, and ample. A large corral back of the stables partly fenced 
in. The above with some adjuncts hereafter to be named are the 
work of Capt. Jordan the quartermaster stationed at this post. 

Capt. Jordan is active and ambitious to erect handsome quarters, 
& deserves credit for his zeal & good intentions: but I cannot agree 
with him as to the style of buildings for a garrison, in this remote 
region of country. Such buildings necessarily require much painting 
to keep up appearances & to keep them in order, and must be more 
expensive in construction. The plans of these buildings were approved; 
that of Col. Wright & one of the soldiers Quarters by Genl. Wool 
when in command, & the others by Col. Wright commanding the 
post. Bvt. Brig. Genl. Clark[e] issued an order on the 8th July to 
Col. Wright, requiring a plain style of building in future, & prohibit- 
ing further building of officers quarters. 

There is a long delapidated log building which is occupied by the 
subaltern officers, and they are comfortable.167 


By that time, events had shifted so that it was not quite possible to 
do the fort justice; but Mansfield, after all, was not evaluating the 
entire course of the Indian war. 

So much has been said of “‘tremendous expenditures” at the post, 
and unnecessary and expensive detail on the buildings, that recorded 
costs need some examination. Mansfield reported in October, 1858 
that sums passing through Captain Jordan’s hands were: in 1856, 
$110,366.97; in 1857, $319,715.57; in 1858 (probably through 
September), $159,831.95. For buildings, he noted, “Capt. Jordan 
shows an expenditure for workmanship and materals’” of about 
$92,783.10, “‘and says a portion of this is applicable to the con- 


167. Mansfield to Bvt. Maj. Irvin McDowell, 94162, Ft. Dalles inspection report, RG 
94, AGO, Letters Received, Roll 581, op. cit. 
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struction of Block Houses at the Cascades; the Klickatat reservation; 
on the road to Fort Simcoe 25 miles; at the Des Chutes landing, 
and to doors and windows of Fort Simcoe . . . ”'Jordan’s own 
detailed tables of expenses for two buildings, showing totals of $8,290, 
and $3,472 are in Appendix C, with Louis Scholl’s itemized table 
for the construction of the Surgeon’s Quarters totalling $4,967. 
According to the Quartermaster General’s report on “Expenditures 
for Barracks and Quarters’? (see Appendix D), $125,364.55 was 
spent at Fort Dalles for construction and repairs during 1856-58. !° 
Larger totals were spent before and during the same period at Fort 
Vancouver, Benecia and San Francisco; expenditures at all other 
posts in the Department of the Pacific were under $100,000. For 
example, the total recorded for construction at Fort Simcoe, 1856- 
58, is $17,263—presumably not including any material contributed 
by Jordan. 

Scholl stated that total expenditures at Fort Dalles amounted to 
‘‘a little over $240,000,” when he went over the books with Jordan’s 
chief clerk, Donald McIntosh, in the fall of 1859. “This amount 
includes all materials used in the construction of the post buildings— 
the freight bills pd. from San Francisco and Portland for materials 
used in buildings at Dalles, Simcoe and Walla Walla. It covers all 
freight shipd in Batteaux fr. Celilo to Wallula—all purchases of 
horses and mules and for different expeditions under Capt. [Henry 
D.] Wallen and [Andrew J.| Smith and Major E({noch] Steen and 
all payts. to packers and teamsters and campaign to Genl. Wright 
in part.’ ‘‘Public opinion at the time,” he wrote, “censured Capt. 
Jordan for extravagance in erecting these neat cottages and necessary 
public buildings, but I can assure you that the utmost care was taken 
as far as the buildings were concerned, to reduce the expenses by a 
rigid overseeing of all work and workmen. . . ”? That was Scholl’s 


168. Mansfield’s Ft. Dalles inspection report, op. cit. 


169.H. R. Ex. Doc. No. 93, 35 Cong., 2 Sess., p. 17 (Serial 1008). The table shows 
an inaccurate figure for 1853-55 of about $1,100 (too low); and nothing for the 
years the post was called Camp Drum, when the Vancouver quartermaster claimed 
at least $40,000 had been spent there. See note 21. 


170. Scholl to Himes, July 6, 1904, OHS. 
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job, and he must have performed it with the same care for details 
that he gave his other work!” 

Surely, if there were enormous expenses at Fort Dalles during the 
Yakima Indian War, 1856-58, they were related to several ends. 
Wool’s concepts of how the Indians should be handled were applied: 
Wright’s Indian campaigns were in no sense massacres, and very 
few Indians were killed or executed. The policy was maintained with 
some effort by Wright, Garnett and Steptoe; it was not easy to handle 
either in the region or in Washington, D. C. For a while, settlement 
in the interior was delayed by military order—just long enough to 
effect ‘pacification.’ If the ‘war’ had not ‘ended’ by the time Harney 
arrived in October, 1858, the Indians might have faced a very dif- 
ferent situation. Considering the provocation of two defeats by the 
Indians and the Cascades attack, the Army was content with a re- 
markably restrained victory—one not entirely satisfactory to at least 
a part of Oregon’s citizens. Colonel Wright owed his own subsequent 
popularity perhaps as much to Harney’s order ‘inviting’ settlement 
in the interior and other of the general’s actions of regional interest, 
as to his own ‘victories’ in the field. 

The general structure of the regional struggle for military influence 
and command, and some of the vital concerns in which this was in- 
volved, are too extensive to involve here with the account of the 


171. Scholl was a man who took care: in printed marginal notations and the only in- 
dexing done in the Fort Dalles Report Book; in headings in fine penmanship for 
army forms not available to Jordan in 1856 (see J13, Jordan to Capt. D. R. Jones, 
May 24, 1856, RG 98, Dept. of Pacific, Letters Recd., 1856 A-Q, Box 4; in tables 
Jordan’s June 30, 1857 ‘Report of Q. M. Affairs at Fort Dalles,” RG 92, Consol. 
Corr. File, Ft. Dalles—forms which elicited a complaint from the Quartermaster 
General about “ornamental work” and a reply from Jordan that it was done “by 
a clerk in the office at the time who possessed a remarkable dexterity and skill 
in such work and did much of it almost as fast as he could write; and the more 
elaborate parts were done late at night or at times not belonging to office duties 
as a matter of artistic pride, he having taken it into his head that he would gain 
credit in your office as a clerk by such exhibitions of his skill, rather than draw 
blame on me. I would suggest moreover that on a reexamination of such ornamen- 
tations, you will perceive you have been induced to overestimate the time involved 
in their preparation and the part played by such works as a cause of delay” (in 
the return of Jordan’s papers). (Jordan to Jesup, Oct. 25, 1857, RG 92, Consol. 
Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA.) Scholl took care, too, in things he did for officers in 
the field; in his drawings for Fort Dalles buildings, even in such small matters as 
oil cans; in kind of material he sent George Himes when the latter inquired about 
Fort Dalles, from copies of records he must have made at the time of construction. 
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origin, growth and heyday of Fort Dalles—even though the fort’s 
growth was an essential part of the larger situation. Among those in- 
volved intimately with both the ‘new’ fort and its form, and the mili- 
tary pull and haul up and down the Columbia, were Jordan and 
Scholl: the captain’s connection with the post and region ended with 
his departure for the East in the winter of 1860-61, under complicated 
and interesting circumstances; but Louis Scholl’s future, except for 
two years during the Civil War, remained in the Pacific Northwest. 
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APPENDIX A 


Persons & Articles Employees in Immediate 
Date Hired, Ft. Dalles Payroll Connection with Post* 
Sept. 1855 12 $ 425.64 
Oct. 30 1,847.62 
Nov. 26 1,765.75 
Dec. 30 2,136.84 
Jan. 1856 
Feb. 
March 5 
April 82 6,516.10 
May 149 8,724.01 
June 198 11,800.72 
July 184 12,119.49 
August 246 14,323.30 
Sept. 279 15,032.69 
Oct. 276 17,525.20 
Nov. 290 16,430.95 
Dec. 27) 17,889.37 
Jan. 1857 217 13,804.07 
Feb. 215 13,865.42 
March 228 13,832.71 
April 219 13,557.00 
May 209 13,759.57 
June 187 13,087.18 
July 170 11,824.69 
August 156 10,079.15 
Sept. 166 10,707.28 
Oct. 173 9,744.82 
Nov. 167 12,172.80 
Dec. 164 11,036.09 
Jan. 1858 145 9,259.46 28 
Feb. 143 8,102.79 20 
March 139 9,009.95 27 
April 129 7,061.63 27 
May 109 7,035.05 22 
June 118 6,868.18 22 
July 19] 6,729.74 14 
Aug. 133 6,134.23 17 
Sept. 55 3,447.64 29 
Oct. 37 2,726.15 28 
Nov. 34 2,737.48 30 
Dec. 39 2,624,58 28 
Jan. 1859 No. 1859 reports found 23 
Feb. 2) 
March 27 
April 339,570.47 35 
May 19 
June 23 
July 23 
Aug. 10 
Sept. 6 
Oct. 6 


*Reports of Persons & Articles Hired are filed by name of quartermaster in RG 92, NA, 
but this column is from Fort Dalles Post Returns, Misc. Fort Dalles Papers (FD1895), Hunt- 
ington Library. 
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APPENDIX B 
ARMY TROOPS IN PACIFIC NORTHWEST, CALIFORNIA, AND U.S., 1849-60 


Aggregate Rank in Nos. of Troops, 
Strength, compared to others in U.S. 
U.S. Army Pacific N.W. & California Month Year Nos, Troops in Pacific N.W. 
3rd or Pacific Di Dec. 1849 (11th Dept.) 614 
(11th Dept) Pac. NW, Calif, (10th Dept) 
Pres. & Absent Present Pres. & Absent Present 
12,927 8th 5th 539 Nov. 1850 u 478 422 
(authorized) 
10,538 11th 6th 720 Nov. 1851 m 139 
(actual) 
11,000 8th 7th 853 734 Nov. 1852 i 830 800 
Including 175 en rte. & 132 at Post 
Dept. of Pacific (Ore. & Calif.) at undetermined Ore. Trail site: 
9,099 " 3rd (of 5) 1,221 1,012 Nov. 1853 470 393 
Calif. posts Pac. NW posts 
9,334 " Sth (of 5) 936 892 Nov. 1854 329 306 
14,500 " 5th (of 5) 1,971 981 Nov. 1855 74) 734 
13,184 " 3rd (of 5) 708 670 June 1856 1,887 1,900 
17,894 (authorized) Dec. 1856 
15,562 (actual, July 1) 
14,039 "2nd (of 6) 940 914 June 1857 1,628 1,600 
15,862 "2nd (of 8, including reinforce- 
ments for Utah war} 
960 902 June 1858 1,954 1,857 
plus, en rte. 317 301 
15,965 4th Dept. of Oregon (of 7) June 1859 2271 2,158 
6th Dept. of Calif. 1,559 ‘ 
(including Ft. Umpqua) 2,158 1,935 
18,273 (authorized) Nov. 1859 
17,036 (actual) 
14,072 Ath (of 7) Sth (Calif.) 1,218 June 1860 (includ. 300 2,236 2,181 
18,114 (authorized) Nov. 1860 en rte.) 
16,006 (actual) 


All figures from Reports of Secretary of War, 1850-60, published annually (including reports of adjutants general, etc.), except Dec. 1849 Oregon troops numbers, from 
Oregon Spectator, Dec. 27, 1849, 2:5. 
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APPENDIX C 
[Louis Scholl's Table] 
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APPENDIX C 


Statement of Money expended in hire of Mechanics for construction of public buildings at 
the Post and Depot of Fort Dalles, Oregon, Ist April 1856-30th June 1857.* 


1856 Carpenters Masons Painters Tinners Total Monthly 

April $1,470.50 720.00 108.00 2,298.50 

May 2,610.87 726.86 120.00 3,357.73 

June 2,753.74 564.40 100.00 3,418.14 $ 9,074.37 

Totals Quarterly 6,835.11 2,011.26 328.00 

July 3,288.80 698.34 108.00 4,095.14 

August 3,025.71 726.93 159.00 24.00 3,935.64 

September 2,956.20 996.93 289.50 104.00 4,346.63 12,377.41 

Totals Quarterly 9,270.71 2,422.20 556.50 128.00 

October 3,141.77 877.60 304.25 108.00 4,431.62 

November 2,927.26 921.60 231.00 92.00 4,171.86 

December 3,455.74 750.40 114,00 100.00 4,420.14 13,023.62 

Total Quarterly 9,524.77 2,549.60 649.25 300.00 

January 2,808.92 337.75 90.00 68.00 3,304.67 

February 2,860.97 644,00 301.25 82.00 3,888.22 

March 4,042.67 623.00 445.56 59.00 5,170.23 12,363.12 

Totals Quarterly 9,712.56 1,604.75 836.81 209.00 

April 3,438.63 797.62 324.00 30.00 4,590.25 

May 3,237.71 445.00 318.75 4,001.46 

June 3,118.25 823.50 314.00 4,255.75 12,847.46 
9,794.59 2,066.12 956.75 30.00 59,685.98 


Note: Of this amount of $59,685.98 only, not to exceed, the sum of $40,000 had any con- 
nexion with the construction of the several Warehouses & Quarters for Officers and Enlisted 
men described in the Report accompanying. 


Thomas Jordan 


Capt & Asst QMaster 


*Major O. Cross, Oct. 3, 1858, encloses Jordan's statement of money expended in con- 
struction of public buildings at Post & Depot of Fort Dalles, Ist April 1856-30th June 1857, 
RG 92, Consol. Corr. File, Ft. Dalles, NA. 
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Estimate of the material & labor required for a building 79 4 x 25'4 (see drawing No. 1) 


(Double officers quarters, sketch by Scholl) 
Masons Bill 
160 Yards Excavation (to be done by fatigue Parties) 
Quarrying 160 loads stone for foundation cellar walls 
to be done by extra duty men 


19,500 salmon brick (to fill in walls) (on hand) $4.00/M 
8,000 No. | Brick for chimneys 7.00/M 
22,000 Laths 7.00/M 
220 Ibs lath nails 10 cts 
45 loads sand (done by post teams and by fatigue parties 
20 Bshl hair 3.50 
54 Bbls lime 8.00 
3 Bbls Plaster 12.00 
56 days Masons labor 5.00 
56 days mason-tender labor (to be done by extra duty men) 

35 cts/day 
90 days Plasterers labor 5.25 
90 days Plasterer tenders labor (by extra duty men) 35 cts/day 


$ 40.00 
78.00 
56.00 

154.00 
22.00 


70.00 
432.00 
36.00 
280.00 


19.60 
472.50 
31.50 


31,691.60 
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Carpenters Bill 
760 ft hewn timber (360 ft 10’x 10’) (74 ft 8'x8’) 
(330 ft 6’x6') 

13,066 ft joists & scantling 

9,047 ft. Plankingboards (114"’) 

6,702 ft. flooringboards 

11,246 ft assorted lumber 

2,000 Ibs nails 

5,700 ft sheathing 
45,600 Shingles 
Window Glass 

Hardware 

900 days Carpenters Labor 

200 days Carpenters Labor (extra duty men) 


Tinners Bill 
2 Boxes tin 
22 days tinners labor (extra duty men) 


Painters Bill 


1,000 Ibs white lead 

10 Ibs litharge 

50 gallons oil 

25 gallons turpentine 

2 Ibs glue 

100 Ibs putty 

8 Gall. varnish 

125 days painters labor 


Recapitulation: 


121 pr ft 
20. pr M 
20. pr M 


10 cts 
20. pr M 
10.50 pr M 


4.00/day 
.50 pr day 


.50 pr day 


$13.00 
121% cts 
2.20 


95.00 
261.32 
180.94 
134.04 
224.72 
200.00 
114.00 
478.50 
85.00 
115.00 
3,600.00 
100.00 


$5,588.72 


44.00 
11.00 


$55.00 


$ 130.00 


1.25 
110.00 
30.00 
1.50 
20.00 
100.00 
562.50 


955.25 


Masons Bill $ 1,691.60 
Carpenters Bill 5,588.72 
Tinners Bill 55.00 
Painters Bill 955.25 
8,289.85 

Approved 

G. Wright Thomas Jordan 

Col. 9th Infy Capt & Asst QMaster 

Cmg. 
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Estimate of the material and labor required for a building 40’ x 2914' (see drawing No. 2) 
[Apparently not built at Ft. Dalles, but similar to some cottages in Ft. Simcoe “officers’ 


row.” 
Masons Bill 


Excavation to be done by fatigue parties 
Quarrying 60 loads stone for foundations cellar walls 


to be done by extra duty men $ 20.00 
2,500 salmon Brick to fill in walls (on hand) $4.50/M 100.00 
8,000 No. | Brick for chimneys (on hand) 7.00/M 56.00 
8,000 Laths 7,00/M 56.00 
80 Ibs lath nails .08/Ib 6.40 
20 loads sand 
6% Bshl. hair 3.50/Bbl 22.75 
18 Bbls Lime 8.00/BbI 144,00 
1 Bbl. Plaster 12.00/Bbl 12.00 
26 days Masons labor 5.00/day 130.00 
26 days M tenders labor (to be done by extra duty men) .35/day 9.10 
35 days Plasterers labor §.25/day 183.75 
35 days P. tenders (to be done by extra duty men) .55/day 12.25 

$ 752.25 
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Carpenters Bill 


216 ft. hewn timber 

1,916 ft. joist 

7,250 ft. scantling 

4,000 ft. plankingboards (114) 
4,000 ft. flooringboards (1'%) 
5,000 ft. assorted lumber 
1,000 Ibs nails 

Window glass 

Hardware 

300 days Carpenters labor 


200 days Carpenters labor (by extra duty men) 


2,800 ft sheating 
20,400 Shingles 


Tinners Bill 


1 box tin 
10 days tinners labor (by extra duty men) 


Painters Bill 


550 Ibs white lead 

8 Ibs litharge 

20 Gallons Oil 

15 Gallons turpentine 
2 Ibs Glue 

50 Ibs putty 

4 Gallons varnish 
assorted paints 

56 days painters labor 


Recapitulation: 


Masons bill 
Carpenters bill 
Tinners bill 
Painters bill 


Approved 
G. Wright 
Col. 9th Infy 
Cmg 


$ 752.25 
2,235.52 
27.00 


457.50 


$3,472.27 
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121A /tt 27.00 
20.00/M 38.32 
20.00/M 145.00 
20.00/M 80.00 
20.00/M 80.00 
20.00/M 100.00 
-10/Ib 100.00 
37.50 

57.50 

4,00/day 1,200.00 
.50/day 100.00 
20.00/M 56.00 
10.50/mM 214,20 
2,235.52 

22.00 

50/day 5.00 
27.00 

$13.00 $ 78.00 
12% 1.00 
2.20 44.00 
1.20 18.00 
75 1.50 

.20 10.00 
12.00 48.00 
5.00 

4.50 pr day 252.00 
457.50 


Thomas Jordan 
Capt & Asst QMaster 
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